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ism, is a superstition of the orators of modern science derived from Bacon 
and Macaulay. In attempting to translate and interpret Diogenes 
Laertius, X., 58 ff., on the minimum vicibile, Mr. Hicks shows great cour- 
age, justified by substantial success. His defense of the declination of the 
atoms against Guyau I do not understand. The swerving of the atoms is 
distinctly postulated by Lucretius, both to account for their coming in 
contact and also to make possible the freedom of the will. As a scientific 
speculation, it is precisely on a par with Professor James's suggestion 
that free will might without exercising force or exposing itself to detec- 
tion suspend decision long enough to enable our better nature to get in its 
work. But Mr. Hicks insists that, " Great as is the departure from the 
true doctrine of mechanical necessity, . . . this is a very different thing 
from calling in spontaneity as a principle in nature" (p. 261). 

The chapter on " The Epicurean Religion " assumes that the Epi- 
cureans seriously believed in their faineant gods, and that Democritus 
also believed in the real existence of the " daemons " whose atomic images 
present themselves to the mind in dreams. Supplementary chapters 
sketch the history of ancient scepticism and eclecticism. Thus the work 
as a whole fills the gap between Aristotle and Neo-Platonism and well 
fulfills its function in the series of which it is a part. A useful select 
bibliography is appended. 

Paul Shokey. 

University of Chicago. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

ARCHIV FUR STSTEMATISCHE PHILOSOPHIE. XVI. Band, 
Heft 3. August, 1910. The Psychology of Belief (pp. 294r-309) : J. 
Lindsay. - The psychology of belief as presented by Spinoza, Hume, and, 
in our time, by James, Rickert, Wundt, and others, prompts the conclusion 
that belief is not a mere reality-feeling, but the asserting of what is on 
the logical side a judgment, a determination. The psychology of belief 
is the psychology of human power, life. Henri Bergsons metaphysische 
Grundanschauung (pp. 310-320) : H. Prager. - Bergson in his highly in- 
teresting " Einfiihrung in die Metaphysische " admits as possible only two 
attitudes toward the absolute: (1) the relative, symbolic where the object, 
I being outside of it, is viewed in relation, as it were, to a system of coor- 
dinates and is symbolized in an image, concept; (2) the intuitive whereby 
I penetrate into the object itself, reaching its very essence as unity. Thus, 
the metaphysics rests on psychology, their respective places are obvious : the 
latter is analytic, the former a most interested science whose center is the 
essence of the individual. From intuition one can reach to analysis, but 
never vice versa. Manifestly, metaphysics is no system, no abstraction, 
but intuition of the essence of the inner duration. Die Seele (pp. 321- 
331) : F. L. Denckmann. - Man is a person, for in his cells a soul is seated 
that is not subject to mutation (though conditioned thereby), and that 
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continues after the decomposition of the cell-life. Man's individuality is 
mutable and is seated in the cell aggregates of the brain with something 
like 18 individual faculties. Politik als Wissenschaft und Philosophic 
(pp. 332-348): K. Peschke. -Politics is a science of values with the 
individual, the appraiser, for its center. The state compelling the indi- 
vidual's acts must justify its end. No Eechtsphilosophie, no philosophy 
in general, but politics alone must answer what is good and what is evil. 
Obviously, the will of every one to live, this axiomatic value, is the 
foundation of social self-preservation, and politics must furnish the ideal 
of social coexistence. Die Wahrscheinlichkeitsrechnung in Hartmanns 
Philosophie des Unbewussten (pp. 348-354) : A. Hartung. - Hartmann's 
computations are in principle erroneous and when corrected lead to results 
opposite to his own. Die Entwicklung des Menschen (pp. 355-363) : V. 
Schlegel. -A unified world view is useful to man regarding both his 
knowledge and conduct; hence the value of the theory of evolution that 
makes man spring from some primordial cell form and develop by differen- 
tiation into individuals and by integration into higher forms of society. 
Die Emanzipirung von der Folgestrenge (pp. 364-379) : E. Kieseritzky. 
-Logical stringency is but a farce; the necessary foundation of logical 
reasoning (in generalizations as well as in the historical narrative) is 
our conscience, hence the logic of motives should precede and supersede 
that of premises. The kinship of this view with pragmatism is apparent, 
but does not minimize the former's value. Ueber den Begriff der Wahr- 
heit der Erkenntnis (pp. 380-394) : A. Muller. - " Adrequatis rei et in- 
tellectus " is only then a correct formula of truth when being is made to 
imply the relation: subject-cognizable reality. Obviously, truth as but 
the approximate synthesis of subjective and objective elements leads 
asymptotically to the ideal of agreement between thinking and being. 
Die gesehene und die ungesehene Welt (pp. 395-398) : T. Kjehr. - The 
object as given to consciousness (= as seen) is tridimensional : Quality 
(= substance), quantity, and form (arrangement). Now, does the object 
coincide with its picture (= seen object) ? Yes, as to quality, but not as 
to quantity and form, in which objects of various qualities may be alike. 
Die Philosophie in Finnland (pp. 399-405) : W. Eigenbrodt. - Historical 
survey continued. Bericht uber die deutsche dsthetische Literatur aus 
den Jahren 1905-09 (pp. 409-426) : Anna Tumarkins. Die neuesten 
Erscheinungen. 

REVUE DE METAPHYSIQUE ET DE MORALE. September, 
1910. Vues sur les problemes de la philosophie (pp. 581-613) : G. Sorel. 
-An interpretation of the significance of diverse philosophies, ancient 
and modern. Proudhon sociologue (pp. 614-648) : C. Bougle. - Detailed 
account of the different tendencies in the author's sociological views. 
Correspondence inedite de Ch. Renouvier et de Ch. Secretan (fin) (pp. 
648-670) : Conclusion of the personal and scientific correspondence that 
has been appearing in this journal. Etudes critiques. H. Cohen, La 
logique de la connaissance pure: Walter Kinkel. Directions des etudes 
ethiques dans I'ltalie contemporaine : A. Levi. Questions pratiques. Le 
proces de la Democratie (suite et fin) : Guy-Grand. Supplement. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The tenacity of the argument from design is illustrated by the recent 
book by Alfred Russel Wallace, " The World of Life." The sub-title of 
the volume is " A Manifestation of Creative Power, Directive Mind, and 
Ultimate Purpose," and the author's object is, if possible, to discover 
proofs of this in nature. With this in view he begins with a detailed 
account of the distribution of plants and animals in the world, and as 
shown in past ages by the geological record. He believes that the surface 
changes of the earth form the motive power of organic evolution, the 
guiding force of which is natural selection acting by means of the laws 
of heredity, variation, and increase, and the consequent survival of the 
fittest. But Dr. Wallace's convictions enable him to carry the analysis a 
step further back : " If then all life development — all organic forces — are 
due to mind action, we must postulate not only forces, but guidance ; not 
only such self-acting agencies as are involved in natural selection and 
adaptation through survival of the fittest, but that far higher mentality 
which foresees all possible results of the constitution of our cosmos." 
Again, referring to the adaptations between life and the physical laws of 
the solar system which render life possible, and after expressing his belief 
that on no other planet than the earth can the development of organic 
life take place, he says : " These afford, in my opinion, an exceedingly 
powerful argument for an over-ruling Mind, which so ordered the forces 
at work in the material universe as to render the almost infinitely im- 



